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PRESIDENT’S NOTES by Arlie Smith
Phone: 910-426-8730
     I want to take this opportunity to “THANK” the entire 
administrative staff for their support during the past four 
(4) years.  I learned back in my active duty days, that you 
needed to surround yourself with good people, and that 
is what has happened to The Cape Fear Chapter.  Credit 
should always go to those who affected the outcome 
the most, and that is you!  So, “THANK YOU” for 
making my job easier!  And that includes not only the 
administrative staff but all of you who are, or have been, 
members of The Cape Fear Chapter.  It has been a real 
pleasure for me to have been in this position of leadership 
for the last four (4) years.  THANK YOU, one and all!
      I would ask that you continue, or step up, your 
support for Juan Chavez and his “leadership team during 
his tenure the next two years!  The Cape Fear Chapter 
continues to be the best chapter in the North Carolina 
System, and one of the best in the nation.  I especially 
enjoyed the camaraderie of belonging!  While, the chapter 
still needs a very few of you to step up and help out, most 
of the positions are filled for the upcoming term.  He 
especially needs a First and Second Vice-President.  The 
First for recruiting and retention, and the second for the 
programs at each monthly meeting..
      Let me also reiterate the hours that were provided 
to support the Fayetteville Airport United Services 
Organization (USO) for the 4th quarter of 2012.  The 
Cape Fear Chapters’ support is something I am extremely 
proud of, especially, since we supported the airport USO 
to the tune of 94 hours during the 4th quarter, 2012, for a 
total of 725 hours during calendar year 2012.  
Editor’s Note:  As Arlie has pointed out, it is up to us, 
the membership, to continue to support Juan during 
his tenure as President just as enthusiastically, if not 
better, as we did during Arlie’s four years in office. This 
organization still has two vacancies on the board and we 
need to fill those positions ASAP.  
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

/www.moaa-nc.org/nc01/cape_fear_chapter.htm
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CALENDAR

PERSONAL AFFAIRS by Charles Brindel, phone: (910- 867-2524/670-4559), 
Email: brindle@qmail.com.
 Business has been slow which I am always happy to report.  However, information has been received that 
two of our members were sick in December, Tom Delahunty and Carl Volkmann.  Both are recovering and 
we wish them well.
     Remember if you know of any member or member’s family who is ill or hospitalized please notify me 
at the phone number or email address listed above.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
RENEWALS FOR 2013
     It’s past time to renew your membership in the Cape Fear Chapter of MOAA.  All should have received 
a card from our secretary to jog your memory.   Please send in your renewal for 2013 so we can consolidate 
our directory for the New Year and meet the deadline for submission to National MOAA.  We need your 
continued support for this great Chapter.   PLEASE, DO IT NOW!
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
FROM THE 2ND VICE-PRESIDENT by Jack Cox, phone: (910-488-1432)
Email: PETJACK@aol.com
(Your editor is writing this column since Jack’s tenure 
expired on Thursday, 10 January 2013.)
      It was very exciting to observe the number of members 
who attended the January Dinner at the Fort Bragg Club 
where the newly elected officers of the Cape Fear Chapter 
were sworn in for the next two years.  A special treat was 
the dinner music played by the brass quintet from the U.S. 
Army Forces Command Band. 
      Over 70 members and guests attended the dinner and 
swearing in ceremony.  LTC (R) Arlie Smith, chapter 
President, made a few opening remarks recognizing 
guests and new members and their spouses, after which 
he thanked  the current leadership team and presented 

JANUARY
16 DINING OUT Sherefe’s Restaurant  1730
24 Ladies of MOAA Luncheon Fort Bragg Club 1045 
FEBRUARY
04 Ladies of MOAA Board Meeting  Fort Bragg Club 1000 
05 CFC Board Meeting Fort Bragg Club 1100 
14 CFC Dinner/Luncheon TBA TBA
28 Ladies of MOAA Luncheon Fort Bragg Club 1045 
MARCH
04 Ladies of MOAA Board Meeting Fort Bragg Club 1000 
05 CFC Board Meeting Fort Bragg Club 1100
14 CFC Dinner/Luncheon TBA TBA
28 Ladies of MOAA Luncheon Fort Bragg 1045



- 3 - 

chapter coins to those who had served with him during the 
four years of his tenure. He then introduced the new officers: 
COL (R) Juan Chavez, President; LTC (R) Edward Thomas, 
Treasurer, continuing to serve; LTC(R) Bill Dadek3rd 
Vice-President, continuing to serve; and COL(R) Harry 
Meinhardt, Secretary, continuing to serve.  The ceremony 
was conducted by LTC(R) Robert Garman, President of the 
North Carolina Council of Chapters and Cape Fear Chapter 
member. 
         At the conclusion of the ceremony, outgoing President 
COL(R) Arlie Smith presented the President’s gavel to the 
new President COL(R) Juan Chavez and wished him the best 
for the next two years.. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
THE CHAPLAIN’S CORNER BY 
Chaplain (LTC) Ron Leininger: phone (910-907-7729)
My MOAA Flock…I am always amazed at the selfless 
and sacrificial manner in which you carry yourselves.  I 
watch.  I could ask for the shirt off your back…and you’d 
give it to me without question.  It is without coincidence 
that my favorite, though sobering story of military sacrifice, 
happened 71 years ago come 3 February.  It’s the story of the 
USS Dorchester.
      The sinking of the Dorchester in the icy waters off 
Greenland shortly after midnight on February 3, 1942, was 
one of the worst sea disasters of World War II. It was also the 
occasion of an astounding feat of heroism—and faith.
      A convoy of three ships and three escorting Coast Guard cutters passed through “torpedo alley” some 
100 miles off the coast of Greenland at about 1 a.m. on February 3, 1943. The submarine U-223 fired three 
torpedoes, one of which hit the midsection of the Dorchester, a U.S. Army troopship with more than 900 
men on board. Ammonia and oil were everywhere in the fast-sinking vessel and upon the freezing sea.
      The four Chaplains on board, two Protestant pastors, a Catholic priest and a Jewish rabbi, were among 
the first on deck, calming the men and handing out life jackets. When they ran out, they took off their own 
and placed them on waiting soldiers without regard to faith or race. Approximately 18 minutes from the 
explosion, the ship went down. They were the last to be seen by witnesses; they were standing arm-in-arm 
on the hull of the ship, each praying in his own way for the care of the men. Almost 700 died, making 
it the third largest loss at sea of its kind for the United States during World War II. The Coast Guard 
Cutter Tampa was able to escort the other freighters to Greenland. Meanwhile the cutters Comanche and 
Escanaba, disobeying orders to continue the seach for the German U-Boat, stopped to rescue 230 men from 
the frigid waters that night.
      The four Chaplains were Father John Washington (Catholic), Reverend Clark Poling (Dutch 
Reformed), Rabbi Alexander Goode (Jewish) and Rev. George Fox (Methodist).   They were about as 
different as four American clergymen could be. George Lansing Fox (Methodist), wounded and decorated 
in World War I, loved his family and his Vermont congregation—yet he re-enlisted as soon as he heard 
about Pearl Harbor. Rabbi Alex Goode was an athlete, an intellectual, and an adoring new father—yet he 
too knew, the day Pearl Harbor was bombed, that he would serve. Clark Poling (Dutch Reformed), the 

COL (R) Juan Chavez, President; 
LTC (R) Edward Thomas, Treasurer, 

LTC(R) Bill Dadek3rd Vice-President, and COL(R) 
Harry Meinhardt, Secretary
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son a famous radio evangelist, left for war begging his 
father to pray that he would never be a coward. Father John 
Washington (Catholic), a scrappy Irish street fighter, had 
dedicated himself to the church after a childhood brush 
with death. Chance brought the chaplains together at a 
Massachusetts training camp, but each was convinced that 
God had a reason for placing them together aboard the 
Dorchester.
      These four Chaplains were later honored by the 
Congress and Presidents. They were recognized for their 
selfless acts of courage, compassion and faith. According to 
the First Sergeant on the ship, “They were always together, 
they carried their faith together.”  They demonstrated 
throughout the voyage and in their last moments, interfaith 
compassion in their relationship with the men and with each other. In 1960 Congress created a special 
Congressional Medal of Valor, never to be repeated again, and gave it to the next of kin of the “Immortal 
Chaplains.”
      If in your daily needs you wish to talk with me about anything, please don’t hesitate to reach me.  I’m 
at cell 910-849-7878 and ronleininger@hotmail.com.  
 Your Chapter Chappy…Ron  Leininger
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
MOAA LADIES NOTES by Nancy Garman, President, phone: (910- 485-7648)
        The New Year is up on us!  Hopefully it will be a happy year for all. The Ladies Club board started the 
year with our traditional brunch meeting on January 7th at the home of the president, Nancy Garman. This 
is the usual turn over meeting of the outgoing board members to the new members.  We welcomed our new 
treasurer, Lynne Grates. Most of the board will be continuing on into the new year.
     The next general membership meeting will be a luncheon on the 24th of January.  It will be held in the 
Hodge Room of the Ft Bragg Club. The Honor Bar is supposed to be set up by 10:45. We will have a social 
time and a short business meeting with lunch being served at 11:30.  The menu is: Airline chicken Breast 
Marsala, roasted red potatoes, a mix of zucchini, squash and tomatoes, Chef Rob dinner rolls with real 
butter, coffee and unsweetened tea. The program will be the installation of the officers for 2013, recognition 
of the callers for the past year, and a memorial table honoring members that we lost in the past year.  
     Ladies, we need your help.  Young Asbury is in need of callers for next year.  It really is a fun job for the 
most part.  Please contact Young if you will be a caller. Another need is ladies to decorate for luncheons.  I 
asked at the November meeting if you wanted to have decorations or not.  The voting indicated that this 
is something that you want. I announced at that time that we will have decorations for all months that we 
have volunteers.  Right now we have no one signed up for the months of June, July, August, September, 
November or January 2014 and two of the other months only have one person.  A sign-up sheet will be 
passed around at the luncheon.
     Henry Moses, bridge/canasta chair, has cancelled these activities at this time because of lack of 
participation.  She will try again in February and we will then decide to continue or not. If you are 
interested in playing please contact Henry. 
     Sunshine chair, Helene Kugelmann, sent a “thinking of you card to Sarah Volkmann.  Her husband was 
hospitalized and their daughter has developed a new source of cancer. Marie Ethier was a long time
 member and an obituary in the newspaper listed her death on 7 December in Annandale, VA at age 90.
     Membership chair, Argie Rodriguez, reported that as of our board meeting we have 58 paid members.  

DINING OUT
SHEREFE’ S RESTAURANT

114 Gillespie Street
 Thursday, 17 January 2013 

Time: 1730 
Order from set menu:  
Fish, Chicken, Beef

RSVP to Marty Baldwin 
NLT 16 January 2013 at 

910-868-8596
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Ladies, don’t forget to renew your membership!  The last of February is the deadline to have your name 
listed in the 2013 directory. Member ship is only $20:00 for the year. Come and join and bring your friends.  
We have had some wonderful programs this past year, excellent food and great camaraderie!  Membership 
applications can be found elsewhere in this Infogram.
     The dance on the 21st of December was spectacular.  That orchestra was worth the price just to listen to 
them. The room was well decorated and the ladies and their escorts were beautiful/handsome. I’m sorry if 
you missed it.  We certainly missed you.
I look forward to seeing all of you on the 24th.
Nancy Garman, President

 *****************************  
LADIES MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

I wish to join/renew my membership in the Ladies’ Club of the Cape Fear Chapter of the MOAA 
The annual dues are $20.00

Name_______________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________

     _________________________________________________________________________________

Spouse’s name & rank__________________________________________________________________

Phone number_________________________________________________________________

E-Mail address_________________________________________________________________

Please mail with your payment to:

Argie Rodriguez, 3406 Sugar Cane Circle, Fayetteville, NC 28303-4636, phone 487-9962
***************************** 

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
TRICARE CHANGES
     Pentagon officials announced this week that, as of Oct. 1, TRICARE Prime no longer will be available 
for most retired and survivor military beneficiaries who live more than 40 miles from a military hospital, 
clinic, or base closure site.
     Defense leaders say the change will affect about 170,000 beneficiaries across the country and most of 
those beneficiaries will need to switch to TRICARE Standard. 
     Almost 100,000 of the affected beneficiaries live in the TRICARE South region, where Prime is now 
almost universally available. About 37,000 beneficiaries in the North region and another 36,000 in the West 
region will be affected.
     Retired and surviving beneficiaries using Medicare and TRICARE For Life won’t be affected by the 
change.
     Neither will active duty servicemembers and their dependents. However, non-dependent children 
covered under the TRICARE Young Adult program until age 26 no longer will be eligible for Prime if they 
reside more than 40 miles from a military facility.
     For weeks, rumors have circulated that beneficiaries in the West region could lose Prime access as 
early as April 1, when the new contract with UnitedHealth takes effect. But defense officials decided to 
implement the change at the same time — Oct. 1 — for all three regions.
     There is the potential for an exception for retired servicemembers, military families, and young adults to 
remain in Prime if they reside within 100 miles of an available primary care manager and sign a drive-time 
access waiver. 
      The main impacts for the affected beneficiaries are
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• They might have to find a new doctor. Hopefully, most current Prime providers will continue seeing 
Standard patients, because Standard often pays doctors more per visit than the reduced rates they accepted 
under Prime.
• Rather than paying an annual enrollment fee and flat copayments per visit under Prime, retired 
Standard beneficiaries pay a $150 (single) or $300 (family) annual deductible and a 25-percent copayment 
for both inpatient and outpatient care (certain preventive care and immunizations are covered at no cost). 
Standard families who incur out-of-pocket costs of $3,000 in a fiscal year are exempt from copayments for 
the rest of the year.
     The change is largely a cost-cutting measure, as coverage under Prime costs the government more than 
coverage under Standard. Defense officials say limiting Prime locations in this way will save up to $56 
million a year.
     This is not a new issue. It came up several years ago with the new TRICARE contracts that ended 
financial incentives for regional contractors to create Prime networks away from military installations. 
MOAA, The Military Coalition, and Congress expressed concerns at the time about curtailing Prime access, 
but the Armed Services committees had difficulty plussing up the health care budget to preserve it. Further, 
DoD surveys show Standard beneficiaries actually have higher satisfaction rates than those in Prime.
     Implementation was deferred because multiple protests of regional TRICARE contract awards delayed 
contract implementation for several years. Now that those have been resolved, the new contracts and the 
associated Prime restrictions are being implemented.
     Defense officials say all of the potentially affected beneficiaries will be notified individually, and those 
eligible for distance waivers will be advised of how to request them.
 (Source:  MOAA Legislative Update, January 11, 2013)
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
LEGISLATIVE BRIEF
PRESIDENT NOMINATES CHUCK HAGEL FOR SECDEF
     Earlier this week, President Barack Obama formally nominated former Sen. Chuck Hagel (R-Neb.) to 
replace outgoing Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta. 
     If confirmed by the Senate, Hagel would be the first former infantryman, the first person of enlisted 
rank, and the first Vietnam veteran to lead the Defense Department. 
     Hagel volunteered to serve in the Army infantry from 1967 to 1968 and was awarded two Purple Hearts 
for wounds incurred in Vietnam.
     He served in the President Ronald Reagan administration as deputy administrator of the VA. 
    Serving in the Senate from 1997 to 2009, Hagel teamed with Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.) in 2007 
to sponsor the MOAA-endorsed legislation to put statutory caps on TRICARE fee increases. Many of the 
provisions of that original Lautenberg-Hagel bill, including the COLA-based formula for capping pharmacy 
copays that’s part of the new FY2013 Defense Authorization Act, have been enacted into law over the past 
couple of years. 
     For their efforts in leading that charge, Hagel and Lautenberg were co-recipients of MOAA’s 2007 Col. 
Arthur T. Marix Congressional Leadership Award.
     An independent thinker whose positions at times have rankled senators on both sides of the aisle, 
Hagel’s confirmation will be anything but a cake-walk. 
(Source:  MOAA Legislative Update, January 11, 2013)
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
FOUR CRISIS LOOMING
1. Sometime in February:  the president will send Congress his FY 2014 budget submission — we don’t 
know what to expect, but it could include proposals for significant new troop, pay, and benefit cutbacks. 
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     2. Late February:  the country is expected to hit the statutory ceiling on the size of the national debt.  
Many in Congress adamantly oppose an increase, but absent a deal to raise it, America would default on 
its debts; the last time Congress had a debt ceiling fight, America’s credit rating was downgraded, which 
tightened credit limits for individuals and companies. Any deal almost certainly will require more spending 
(including defense) cuts.
     3. March 1:  Sequestration (a $1 trillion, 10-year, across-the-board budget-cut) will go into effect unless 
Congress adopts an alternative for spending cuts/revenue increases.  DoD would be required to absorb $41 
billion in cuts before the end of October  (a devastating cut in so short a time) and $450 billion more over 
the next 9 years.
     4. March 27:  The continuing resolution under which the federal government now is operating expires. 
Without an extension, the government will shut down. Here again, many legislators are talking about 
accepting a shutdown unless major spending cuts occur.
Any one of these problems would be a challenge for our rancorous Congress to address, but combine all 
four events converging in such a small amount of time, and it greatly increases the likelihood Congress and 
the administration will fail to reach agreements to successfully navigate all of these major pitfalls.
     The consequences could be dire. Default on our debt, a government shutdown, or massive and 
immediate defense spending cuts could have a prolonged and negative effect — not just for currently 
serving and retired service members and federal civilians — but also for America as a whole. 
     We have a seriously stormy few months coming before we learn whether increasingly fierce partisan 
acrimony can be overcome in the national interest or whether the divide is so severe our elected officials 
actually find “shooting the hostage” preferable to negotiating compromise solutions.
(Source:  MOAA Legislative Update, January 11, 2013)
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
DON’T CUT DISABLED VETERANS’ BENEFITS
     Leaders of The American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars and other veterans’ organizations on 
Wednesday joined Sen. Bernie Sanders to denounce proposals to cut veterans’ disability benefits as part of a 
year-end deal on deficits.
     A member of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee and the Budget Committee, Sanders said there are 
better approaches to deficit reduction than slashing benefits for more than 3 million disabled veterans and 
their families.“We must do deficit reduction, but not by cutting programs for people who lost arms, legs 
and eyes defending our country,” Sanders said. “We must not balance the budget on the backs of men and 
women who already sacrificed for us in Iraq and Afghanistan.”
     Sanders’ point was echoed by the nation’s leading veterans’ organizations.
“The American Legion understands the need to restore fiscal discipline, but it should not be done by 
reneging on this country’s promises to its veterans who already have earned these benefits through their 
service to our country,” James Koutz, the American Legion national commander, wrote in a letter to 
congressional leaders.
     “America’s heroes deserve better from a grateful and caring nation,” Barry A. Jesinoski concluded in a 
letter on behalf of the Disabled American Veterans.
     The Veterans of Foreign Wars and Gold Star wives were among 18 veterans’ organizations that signed a 
separate letter to congressional leaders calling on them to restore fiscal discipline “without reneging on this 
country’s promises to veterans.”
A change in how annual cost-of-living adjustments are calculated could mean that veterans who started 
receiving VA disability benefits at age 30 would have their benefits reduced by $1,425 at age 45, $2,341 at 
age 55 and $3,231 at age 65, according to the Congressional Budget Office.
(Source:   NAUS Webpage, December,19, 2012) 
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PLEASE ENROLL ME AS A MEMBER OF THE CAPE FEAR CHAPTER, MOAA

_____Initial Enrollment     _____Annual Renewal                           Date: _________________

Category:   Active_____($20)    Auxiliary_____(No Dues)    Associate______($20)   

NAME:__________________________________________SPOUSE’S NAME:______________

RANK:_____   SERVICE:_________________     Active Duty____ Retired ____ Veteran____ 

ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________ZIP:___________

E-MAIL ADDRESS:______________________________  TELEPHONE: __________________

NATIONAL MOAA MEMBER?   Yes_____    No _____

I would like to receive my Infogram by: _____ Regular Mail   _____ E-mail

Please mail with any payment due to:
Cape Fear Chapter, MOAA

PO Box 53621, Fayetteville, NC 2830501/2013
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